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In early October, thousands of middle and high school 
students, educators and parents from across the Rio 
Grande Valley converge at The University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley for the Hispanic Engineering, Science 
and Technology Week. 

This year, HESTEC welcomed fourth- and fifth-
graders to participate in this nationally recognized 
model program that is designed to promote science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) careers to 
students of all ages. 

The Rio Grande Valley, the state of Texas and the 
country will face continuous challenges without an 
increase in the number of students entering the 
STEM fields. From worker shortages to the loss of 
high-paying jobs to the loss of critical research and 

manufacturing resources, the lack of STEM graduates 
will have a significant impact on the country.

Now in its 17th year, UTRGV has grown the reach 
of HESTEC to attract a larger number of students, 
teachers, parents, corporate and congressional 
leaders to develop new programs and approaches 
to address the need for more STEM workers and 
professionals at a regional, national and global level.

UTRGV is committed to preparing the next generation 
of students who will be Changing the World through 
STEM. 
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“For many of these girls, Latina Day was an experience they may never get again and 
it meant so much to see them smile.  One little girl told me that she had never heard of 

most of the exhibitors at the expo and that she never thought girls could do so much 
in the STEM field.  The event was an eye opener for some and an opportunity to see 

themselves in great places doing really meaningful work someday.”
– Sofia M. Peña, UTRGV GEAR UP Director

“I had so much fun on the field trip cause I love science. My favorite exhibit was the 
health ones. The reason I liked the health ones so much is cause I want to be a nurse 
or a doctor when I grow up.”
– Student, First Baptist School, Brownsville

“The Career and HESTEC STEM + ME Expo provided youths an 
opportunity to interact with employers representing some of the region’s 

in-demand industries. Through these interactions, students were able 
to obtain valuable information that assists them in evaluating different 

career opportunities and pathways.”
– Frank Almaraz, Chief Executive Officer, Workforce Solutions

“I think it’s really fun cause you get to learn more about STEM. I personally 
don’t like math, but doing SeaPerch helped me start liking it a lot more.”
– Ana Sanchez, Guadalupe Regional Middle School, Brownsville

“Extremely grateful. The HESTEC Scholars of STEM Award is one of my proudest 
honors. Receiving this award not only shows me that I am on a path for success and 
getting closer to my dreams, but rather that I have individuals who have put faith 
behing me and want to contribute to furthering my education.”
– Ricardo Peña Jr., Chemistry, Class of 2021

“HESTEC gave me the opportunity to actually think about my future and which direction I should 
be headed to set my dreams into motion. Without the “college fair” at HESTEC, I wouldnt even be 
thinking about college or what steps I need to be taking in high school to be able to accomplish my 
goal of being accepted. At HESTEC, I wound up finding both a college and a career that I would like 
to look into. I would highly recommend that our school continues to attend HESTEC.” 
– Corina Ponce, San Isidro High School

“My HESTEC experience was definitely one for the books. I have a new outlook 
on my career path and where I plan to go with it. Thank you to UTRGV for putting 

everything together so well and thank you to San Isidro ISD for giving me the 
opportunity to make memories and more to come. It is greatly appreciated.” 

– Emma Garcia, San Isidro High School
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Monday, October 1, 2018 
HESTEC Week began with Robotics 
Day, as more than 40 energy-filled 
middle and high school robotics teams 
from across the Rio Grande Valley 
and as far as Laredo competed in a 
quadrathon challenge at the Pharr 
Events Center. 
Each of the 44 teams were in charge 
of building its own robot out of Lego® 
parts and programming it to compete in 
a number of competitions, including a 
maze, going up and down a ramp, and 
a search and rescue.
“There’s a lot of building. They see how 
important the design is before and then 
how it affects execution at the end,” 
said teacher Danny Gonzalez. “They’re 
constantly learning.” 
Milton Hernandez, program 
coordinator with UTRGV’s 
Office of Community 
Relations, stressed 
the importance of 
HESTEC for the 

university, the community and area 
schools.
“I’ll be walking around during 
competitions, and I’ll see a school 
struggling, and I’ll see a different school 
from another city helping them out. I 
think it’s important because it brings 
that family concept, but it also shows 
you the importance of STEM,” he said.
Fernando Perales, an eighth-grader 
from Memorial Middle School in 
Edinburg, said his father inspired him to 
get involved with the robotics team.

“I think robotics is not only 
about competition. It’s about 
having fun – winning or 
losing, medal or no medal, 
trophy or no trophy.”
– Fernando Perales
Memorial Middle School, Edinburg, Texas

UTRGV is grateful to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, ExxonMobil, 
U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U. S. Army, AEP, Toyota Motor Manufacturing 

Texas, Toyota North America, Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments, and all our 
partners for their generous support in making HESTEC 2018 a success. 

3   |   HESTEC 2018



HESTEC 2018   |   4



More than 6,000 
students from across 
the Rio Grande 
Valley took part in 
the HESTEC STEM 
+ ME Expo from 
Oct. 1-5. This was 
a new interactive 
initiative introduced 
during HESTEC 
Week. Geared 

to elementary, middle and high 
school students, the expos featured 
exhibits, hands-on activities and 
demonstrations, opportunities for 
college tours, as well as networking 
opportunities with business and 
industry leaders. 
If you were near the Fieldhouse 
at the UTRGV Edinburg campus, 
thousands of students visited with 
the different exhibitors all week. 
Workforce Solutions Rio Grande 
Valley collaborated with HESTEC to 
bring the statewide initiative “Careers 
in Texas Industries”, to HESTEC Week.  

UTRGV is grateful to Workforce Solutions for sponsoring the HESTEC STEM + ME Expo. 

Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, ExxonMobil, U.S. Navy,
U.S. Air Force, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, Toyota North America, Wells Fargo,
Texas Instruments, and all our partners for their generous support in making HESTEC
2018 a success. 

At the UTRGV Brownsville campus, 
HESTEC held an expo for fifth-
grade students. 350 students from 
Brownsville ISD and San Benito CISD 
participated in hands-on activities and 
demonstrations, all revolving around 
the “Earth, Environmental and Marine 
Sciences” theme. Later in the week, 
there was also a STEM + ME Expo for 
500 fourth- and fifth-grade students in 
Edinburg. 
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Wednesday, October 3, 2018
More than 400 young women from 
middle schools in Brownsville, La 
Joya and Edinburg visited the UTRGV 
Edinburg campus for Latina Day. 
They gathered to listen to powerful, 
inspirational women from the Rio 
Grande Valley and beyond, like Dr. 
Kate Biberdorf, also known as Kate the 
Chemist.
Biberdorf said she was there to “blow 
stuff up”. That’s exactly what she did, 
as she demonstrated how to learn and 
have fun at the same time. It was all 
about the science.
The associate professor of instruction 
in the Department of Chemistry at 
The University of Texas at Austin is 
known for her high energy and larger-

“To every young girl: Go after 
your dream! And no matter what 
anybody says... never give up on 
your dream.”
– Dr. Kate Biberdorf, Kate the Chemist

UTRGV is grateful to H-E-B for sponsoring Latina Day.
Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, 
ExxonMobil, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, Toyota North 
America, Wells, Fargo, Texas Instruments, and all our 
partners for their generous support in making HESTEC 
2018 a success.

than-life presentations, 
which include science 
experiments such as 
mixing together common 
household items and 
chemicals, breathing 
fire, and, as promised, 
blowing things up.
She said being part 
of a STEM field is an 
opportunity to share your 
passion with everybody 
around you.

The young women also heard from 
Denisce Palacios, president of 
the UTRGV Student Government 
Association. She asked everyone in 
the audience to raise their right hand 
and take an oath with her: “I promise to 
never drop out. I promise to never give 
in. I promise to never give up.”
Other speakers included Sofia Peña, 
director of the UTRGV GEAR UP 
program; Chief Petty Officer and Chief 
Counselor Isabel Guerrero, Navy 
Recruiting District San Antonio; and 
Linda Tovar, public affairs manager for 
H-E-B, which sponsors Latina Day.
“Latina Day is a very special day. It’s 
being yourself, being authentic, not 
being afraid of who you are and coming 
forth on your cultura,” Tovar said. 
Daisy Allen, an eighth-grader from Ann 
Richards Middle School in Palmview, 
said the lesson for her was that 
everyone has opportunities, no matter 
who you are or what background you 
come from.
“Latina Day is a day to celebrate true 
heritage, to know that your roots are 
strong,” said Allen, who is interested in 
studying engineering.
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Thursday, October 4, 2018
There were lots of high-fives, hugs 
and even a few tears during the 
presentation by Dr. Derek Greenfield at 
Student Leadership Day.
A visionary speaker, consultant and 
thought-provoking leader dedicated 
to inclusive excellence and positive 
change, Greenfield has shared his 
high-energy motivating lectures with 
McDonald’s Corporation, NCAA, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
University of Michigan Athletics, and the 
NBA’s Milwaukee Bucks.
Greenfield got the students moving, 
singing and networking with his 
dynamic and interactive presentation to 
inspire them to realize their dreams and 
maintain a positive attitude in their daily 
lives.
“Today is the first day of the rest and 
best of your life,” Greenfield told the 
students, who were attentive and eager 

“Make sure you are the positive person 
that others want to be around. It’s up to 
you what kind of mindset you bring to the 
world.”
– Dr. Derek Greenfield, Motivational Speaker

Student Leadership Day
to participate in activities that included 
coming up with the “coolest and 
swaggiest handshake ever,” to sharing 
their emotions without feeling shame.
He told them to always be positive and 
to surround themselves with positive 
people, and to be bold in life and take 
charge of the future.
“Make sure you are the positive 
person that others want to be around,” 
Greenfield said. “It’s up to 
you what kind of mindset 
you bring to the world.”
Students also heard 
from inspiring speakers 
including Rebecca Gadson, 
UTRGV dean of students, 
and Commander Jeffrey 
Reynolds, Navy Recruiting 
District San Antonio.
“I remember being in the 
seventh grade, not knowing 
what to do with my life,” 

said Reynolds. “Now looking back on 
that and the opportunities the U.S. 
Navy gave me and the life I have been 
able to lead, I feel it is important to 
share that with these students. That 
is why it is important the U.S. Navy is 
here at HESTEC to carry that message 
forward.”

UTRGV is grateful to UTRGV GEAR UP and the U.S. Navy for their support of Student 
Leadership Day. 
Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, ExxonMobil, U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Air Force, United Launch Alliance, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, Toyota North 
America, Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments and all our partners for their generous support 
in making HESTEC 2018 a success. 
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@Toyota North America

@LifeAtToyota

Discover new opportunities  
at Toyota.com/careers

At Toyota, we’re committed to 
delighting our customers, enriching 
our communities and creating an 
unlimited world through the power 
and freedom of mobility. And we 
need diverse, talented, passionate 
team members to help make that 
vision a reality. 

Dream.  
Do. Grow.
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Thursday, October 4, 2018
Ten students studying at UTRGV 
are the newest recipients of the 
HESTEC Scholars of STEM award. 
The students were recognized at 
a reception sponsored by Shell 
and Toyota on Thursday, Oct. 4 in 
the Performing Arts Complex at the 
UTRGV Edinburg campus. 
The one-time scholarships of $1,000 
were awarded to students pursuing 
a degree in a STEM-related field. 
Gabriel Treviño is studying electrical 
engineering at UTRGV. He said the 
scholarship came at the right time. 
His mother has been undergoing 
chemotherapy.
“She was victorious in her battle with breast cancer, but my father is still struggling paying bills from the hospital,” 
said Treviño. “The scholarship I have received is a blessing. It has helped me with school costs and reduced the 
burden on my father. I am truly thankful.”
In 2016, the scholarship program was created to mark the 15th anniversary of the HESTEC program at UTRGV. 
“We are grateful to Wells Fargo for their generous support of the scholarship program. They have been a 
wonderful partner to HESTEC for many years,” said Veronica Gonzales, UTRGV vice president for Governmental 
and Community Relations. “We thank Wells Fargo for helping our students fulfill their dreams of going to college. 
We know they will change the world through STEM.”

In attendance from L-R: Abel Garza, Branch Manager/Assistant Vice President, Wells Fargo; Ricardo 
Peña Jr.; Denisse Gonzalez; Jorge Gonzalez; and Yolanda Gonzalez, District Manager, Wells Fargo.

• Daniel Errisuriz, Brownsville
• Joel Flores, Roma
• Jacob Gil, Edinburg
• Denisse Gonzalez, Pharr
• Jorge Gonzalez, Pharr

the 2018-2019 recipients are:
• Joseph Paez, Edinburg
• Ricardo Peña, Brownville
• Jaslyn Resendez, Rio Grande Valley
• Gabriel Treviño, Palmview
• Michael White, Mission
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TRAINING TODAY’S TALENT
FOR TOMORROW’S 
CHALLENGES
As new challenges emerge in the energy industry, the demand for  
those well-trained in engineering and geosciences grows ever stronger.

HESTEC (Hispanic Engineering Science and Technology) 
plays an invaluable role in preparing a new generation 
of professionals whose diversity is matched by the 
talent, ingenuity and determination they contribute 
to our industry. We value the opportunity to support 
HESTEC on Educator Day and all year round.

www.shell.us/getconnected

Thursday, October 4, 2018
One of the highlights during 
HESTEC week is the presentation 
of the HESTEC CIENCIA Award. The 
CIENCIA award draws its name from 
the Spanish word for “science” and is 
based on an acronym for “Champions 
in Engineering and Science 
Advancement”.
Bestowed for the company’s focus 
on education, Shell was honored with 
the HESTEC 2018 CIENCIA award for 
their longtime support of the HESTEC 
program. 
“HESTEC recognized the value of 
promoting awareness and pursuit of 
STEM careers seventeen years ago 
by aligning demand for these skills 
with workforce competitiveness and 
success,” said Dr. Frazier Wilson, 
vice president for Shell Oil Company 
Foundation and director of Workforce 
Development. “This transformed 
UTRGV into an anchor for economic 
and community strengthening in 
South Texas. Through support of 
your efforts to improve the technical 
talent pipeline, Shell is honored 

to receive the Rubén Hinojosa 
Champions in Engineering and 
Science Advancement award and the 
distinction this recognition bestows 
on our legacy partnership.”   
The award was presented at a 
reception on Thursday, Oct. 4, at 

the Performing Arts 
Complex on the UTRGV 
Edinburg campus. 
Accepting the award on 
behalf of Shell was Tina 
Aguirre, IT manager, 
Capital Projects 
Downstream and 
UnConventionals. 
“We deeply appreciate 
this honor,” said 
Aguirre. 

Former U.S. Congressman Rubén 
Hinojosa was recipient of the first 
CIENCIA award in 2016. Dr. Tina 
Atkins, longtime educator with the 
Region One Education Service 
Center, received the honor in 2017. 
The CIENCIA award, which carries 
visual symbols related to STEM, was 
designed by two UTRGV students.

CIENCIA AWARD

(L-R) Mayor Richard Molina, City of Edinburg; Dr. Guy Bailey, UTRGV
President; and Mayor Jim Darling, City of McAllen

(L-R) Veronica Gonzales, UTRGV vice president for Governmental and Community Relations; Rubén Hinojosa, 
former U.S. Congressman; Tina Aguirre, Shell IT manager, Capital Projects Downstream and UnConventionals; 
Vanessa Nichole Hernandez, outreach coordinator/constituent service representative for U.S. Congressman 
Henry Cuellar; and Dr. Guy Bailey, UTRGV President.

“You have always made us 
feel, not like a partner but more 

so like a family. This is a very 
special award to us and the 

journey has been our pleasure.”
– Tina Aguirre

Shell IT manager, Capital Projects Downstream 
and Unconventionals
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HESTEC TEACHERS

UTRGV is grateful to ExxonMobil for their support of the HESTEC Teacher of the Year awards. 

Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, U.S. Air Force, Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing Texas, Toyota North America, Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments, and all our partners for 
their generous support in making HESTEC 2018 a success. 

Friday, October 5, 2018
Before an audience of superintendents, teachers and 
administrators, two middle school teachers were honored 
with the HESTEC Teacher of the Year Award at Educator 
Day on Oct. 5. 
The 2018 recipients are Gladys Enriquez, math teacher 
at Zavala Middle School in La Joya, and Dr. Claudia Mar, 
science teacher at Besteiro Middle School in Brownsville.  
The educators will receive an all-expense paid trip to a 
national conference.
Enriquez teaches math and algebra to eighth graders. 
In her classes, she creates tutorial videos for those 
students who need extra assistance. She also shares the 
videos and practices that she has found valuable with her 
colleagues. 
“Everyone learns at their own pace. My passion is to help 
students believe they can learn. If you can teach a child 
confidence, the battle is halfway done,” said Enriquez.  
Mar teaches science to eighth graders. She says her 
teaching philosophy is simple: doing what she can to 
encourage her students that they can succeed and the 

importance of 
going to college. 
“I think as 
teachers, we 
really have an 
opportunity to 
make an impact, 
make a difference 
in the lives of our 
students,” said Mar. 
“It is very important 
to always set high 
goals for them, and 
I really try my best 
to always show 
them those goals 
are within their 
reach.”
Manny De La 
Cruz, ExxonMobil 
Process Supervisor 
OPEX Supply, 
presented the awards to the recipients on behalf 
of ExxonMobil. Teachers were nominated by their 
peers, and a committee from the UTRGV GEAR UP 
program selected the recipients. 
“All the nominees were all well-qualified, making 
our decision very difficult, and our two winners 
this year exemplify what it means to love being 
a teacher,” said Sofia M. Peña, UTRGV GEAR UP 
director. 

Teachers Honored as HESTEC Teachers of the Year

Dr. Claudia Mar teaches science at Brownsville 
Besteiro Middle School.

Gladys Enriquez is a math teacher at Zavala Middle School in La Joya.
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Friday, October 5, 2018
More than 30 middle school and 
high school teams from across the 
Rio Grande Valley participated in 
the U.S. Navy SeaPerch Challenge.  
Held for the first time at the 
Brownsville ISD Margaret M. Clark 
Aquatic Center, the SeaPerch 
Challenge tested the students 
engineering instincts, as they 
raced remotely operated vehicles 
(ROV) through various underwater 
obstacle courses.  Another part of 
the competition that accounts for 
40% of the final score, students 
interview in front of a panel of 
judges and explain the principles of 
engineering and physics that were 
used in building their ROV.
“You learn a lot when you are 
studying and doing the research. 
I learned a lot about natural 
buoyancy,” said Kyle Shea, 
Brownsville Rivera High School. 
The teams worked on their 
ROVs weeks in advance of the 
competition, assembling, testing 
and perfecting their vehicles, giving 

UTRGV is grateful to the U.S. Navy for their support of SeaPerch Challenge. 
Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, ExxonMobil, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, Toyota North America, Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments, and all 
our partners for their generous support in making HESTEC 2018 a success. 

them hands-on experience in 
submarine building. 
The team from Vanguard Academy 
in Alamo learned to be crafty and 
recycled their motor from last 
year, adding new components and 
redesigning the entire shell of their 
ROV.   
The SeaPerch Challenge has been 
a part of HESTEC since 2009, 
and since then, interest has been 
growing every year. 
“I always have students who think 
they want to pursue banking or 
music, and then they change 
their minds and want to become 
engineers after participating 
in robotics,” said Paul Tenison, 
Harlingen CISD Engineering 
Teacher. 

“You have to put in a lot of 
time and thinking. But having 
good teamwork really makes 
the difference.”

– Jose Cantu
Vanguard Academy, Alamo, Texas
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Friday, October 5, 2018
The ballroom at the UTRGV Edinburg 
campus was packed with teachers, 
educators and superintendents for 
Educator Day. Fresh off speaking at 
Student Leadership Day, motivational 
speaker Dr. Derek Greenfield shared his 
expertise with the audience on how to 
relate to the younger generation he calls 
“amazing”. 

“Often we want to talk at them, but 
students want to be engaged, as 
I experienced at HESTEC Student 

Leadership Day yesterday,” said 
Greenfield. 

Another special guest on hand to 
deliver inspiring comments was Julian 
Alvarez, Texas Workforce Commissioner 
Representing Labor and RGV native.

“I was very pleased to participate in 
HESTEC Educator Day; it is always very 
energizing to witness the fruits of our 
investments in local communities,” said 
Alvarez. “We continue to look for ways 
to reach out to our teachers and our 
educators, and HESTEC Week gives us 
the opportunity to do that and make an 
impact.” 

One of the highlights of the day was 
a panel discussion featuring students 
sharing their experiences on transitioning 
from high school to college.  Dual 
credit courses/dual enrollment, financial 
aid and advising were among the 
most notable issues discussed by the 
student panelists.  A second panel of 
experts dove into the transition issues, 
STEM education, and how workforce 
development and university partnerships 
can support the student experience.  
Attendees were encouraged to be part 
of the discussions via live tweeting and 
an open mic session.

Other highlights at Educator 
Day included two middle school 
teachers honored with the 
HESTEC Teacher of the Year 
Award, and Shell honored with 
the Champions in Engineering 
and Science Advancement 
(CIENCIA) award for their many 
years of support for HESTEC. 
Read these stories on page 11 
and 13 in the magazine. 

UTRGV is grateful to UTRGV GEAR UP, UTRGV Enrollment Management, 
Shell, HEB, ExxonMobil, and RGV Focus for their support of Educator Day. 
Thank you to Workforce Solutions, Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments, and 
all our partners for their generous support in making HESTEC 2018 a 
success. 

“I was excited to work with the 
educators to help them gain 

some additional skills to reach 
this generation of young

people to help them find their 
gifts and talent.”

– Dr. Derek Greenfield

Eugenio Longoria Saenz, Deputy Director, RGV Focus 
engages in dialogue with the audience.

State Sen. Juan “ Chuy” Hinojosa speaks to the 
audience during the panel.

17   |   HESTEC 2018
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Monday, October 1, 2018
Leo Rivas, a 17-year-old junior from 
Sharyland High School, is considering 
a career as a sports physician or a 
psychologist. He was one of 800 
students that visited the UTRGV 
School of Medicine during HESTEC 
Week.  
Students met with faculty, students 
and staff who provided information 
on the various health professions 
programs UTRGV has to offer. The 
students also heard from Dr. John H. 
Krouse, MD, PhD, MBA, executive vice 
president for Health Affairs and dean 
of the School of Medcine. 
Rivas said he didn’t realize how big 
UTRGV was and how much it has to 
offer students. 
“It’s a viable option to come to 
school here,” said Rivas. “I think it’s 
rewarding to be a part of the medical 
field. I love the human body and how 
it works and helping people. It makes 
you feel good. 

During HESTEC Week, the School 
of Medicine also hosted a meeting 
of the Workforce Solutions’ 
Healthcare Industry Taskforce. 
The taskforce, composed of 
leaders in the Rio Grande 
Valley’s healthcare industry, 
meet quarterly to discuss 
challenges and develop best 
practices in recruiting and 
maintaining employees. 
Taskforce members received 
updates on the UTRGV College 
of Health Professions, School of 
Medicine and School of Nursing, and 
took a tour of the Medical Education 
Building on the Edinburg Campus.
“We are grateful to UTRGV and 
the School of Medicine for hosting 
the taskforce meeting on campus 
because it allowed our members 
to learn more about what the 
university is doing in producing 
future employees for the healthcare 
industry,” said Francisco Almaraz, 
CEO of Workforce Solutions.

Dr. Adela Valdez, associate dean 
of Special Projects for the UTRGV 
School of Medicine, said she is proud 
of the work students, faculty and 
staff from the School of Medicine 
and the Division of Health Affairs did 
to introduce Valley students to the 
health professions during HESTEC 
Week.
“For many years, students that 
wanted to follow a career in Medicine 
or any kind of Health profession felt 
like they had to leave their family, 
friends and connections to follow 
their dreams,” Valdez said. “This year 
with the collaboration of HESTEC, a 
wonderful program at UTRGV that 
helps students to aspire for the stars, 
we were also able to introduce the 
School of Medicine to its aspiring 
applicants.”

HESTEC 2018   |   20



 WE BELIEVE THAT A STEM EDUCATION SHOULD BE  
BROADLY EMBRACED BY ALL STUDENTS AT ALL LEVELS
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Saturday, October 6, 2018
The final event, Community Day, in the weeklong HESTEC
celebration brought out huge crowds. Sponsored by H-E-B, the 
entire Rio Grande Valley was invited to the UTRGV Edinburg 
campus for the free event that featured family-friendly 
activities and food vendors. 
UTRGV colleges and departments opened their doors 
to showcase what they have to offer prospective 
students. The “Augmented Reality Experience” exhibit 
inside the Visitors Center was open to the public and 
visitors explored augmented reality while immersed in 
cinema-quality 3D environments and interacted with 
photo-realistic characters in real time, from dinosaurs to 
killer whales. 
Entertainment included a production of Peter & The 
Wolf, featuring music by UTRGV faculty. The fairytale 
came to life on stage at the UTRGV Performing Arts 

Complex (PAC). Inside the PAC 
lobby, there was a musical 
petting zoo with instruments. 
Throughout the day, there was 
music, and the evening closed 
with Grammy award-winning 
Norteño/Tejano music by Grupo 
Solido.

UTRGV is grateful to H-E-B for sponsoring Community Day. 
Thank you to UTRGV GEAR UP, Shell, Workforce Solutions, ExxonMobil, 
U.S. Air Force, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, Toyota North America, 
Wells Fargo, Texas Instruments, and all our partners for their generous 
support in making HESTEC 2018 a success. 
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Edinburg Campus
1201 West University Dr.,
ITT 1.404
Edinburg, TX 78539
Email: vpgcr@utrgv.edu
Phone: (956) 665-3361

Brownsville Campus
One West University Blvd., 
Bookstore Annex
Brownsville, TX 78520
Email: vpgcr@utrgv.edu
Phone: (956) 882-5058

Division of Governmental & Community Relations

THANK YOU
To all the students, educators and parents who made HESTEC 2018 a success.

We thank you, and we hope to see you in 2019.

Education Partner
UTRGV GEAR UP

STEM Champion
H-E-B
Shell

Workforce Solutions

STEM Contributor
ExxonMobil

United States Air Force
United States Navy

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas
Toyota North America

Wells Fargo
Texas Instruments

STEM Friend
AEP Texas

Arca Co. Coca Cola Southwest*
Edinburg Economic Development Corporation

IBC
IBM

Magic Valley Electric Cooperative
Merit Energy Co.

RGV Focus
United Launch Alliance

United States Army
United States Army ROTC

UTRGV Strategic Enrollment
Whataburger


